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of this truth,, by letting me know that his mind was clearer after a few glasses of wine."
" Yes," cried the cook, " and I can guess your scheme, excellenza."
" If it is not too late to make poetry ring in his ears to the sound of a glorious harmony., vc must put him into a condition to hear and judge of it. Now it seems to me that only intoxication can bring this about. Will you assist me in this? You won't be any the worse for it, eh? "
" What is your excellency getting at ? "
Andrea made no answer, but went away laughing at the perspicacity of the crazy mind of the Neapolitan.
On the following day Marcosini came to fetch away Mari-anna and show her the lodging he had secured. She had used the morning in fixing up a simple but decent dress, into which she had put the whole of her little savings. The change would have been the disillusion of a mere dangler; but the fancy of the Count had now become a settled passion.
Marianna, stripped of her picturesque poverty, was transformed outwardly into a mere bourgeoise, and gave Andrea visions of a wedded life; he gave her his hand in assisting her into the hackney-coach, and acquainted her with his ideas. She smiled and approved; she was happy at finding her admirer more lofty, more generous, more disinterested than she had dared to hope. He soon reached the new dwelling, where Andrea had endeavored to keep himself ever in her thoughts by adding a few of those little elegancies which beguile the most virtuous of women.
" I will never mention my love to you until we despair of Paolo's sanity," he said to her, as they returned to the Rue Froidmanteau. " You shall be witness to the sincerity of my efforts. If these prove successful, I may be unable to keep up my part as only your friend. If this happens I shall flee you, Marianna. I have firmness enough, I think, to work for your happiness, though I may not have enough to look %upon it."
" Do not say such things," said Marianna, with difficulty keeping back her tears. a Has not generosity its dangers, also? But are you going so soon?,"